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20  Herrick  Street, 
Sault  Ste  Marie,  Ontario 

1st  May  1950 


Dr  H.C.Burleigh, 
Bath,  Ontario 

Dear  Dr  Burleigh, 

Many  thanks  lormyour  letter  of   the  16th  ultimo* 
What  a  tanfcled  skein  old^reeords  offer  us*  It  seems  to  me   that  your 
letter  involves  three  men  nemed  James  Harris   -  one  an  old  man, 
formerly  o£ Belleville  who  died  at  Cold  Creek  in  18^8  age  ?0, 
another  who  built  your  house  and    the  Mechanic's  Institute  who 
would  seem  to  be  my  wife's  great  grandfather  although  I  had  always 
heard  of  him  as  a  general  storekeeper  and  not   as  a  general 
contractor  and  tailor  (surely  an  odd  combination)     and  the   third 
a  clerk  of  Kemptville.  It  is  just  possible  that  the  first  named 
above  was   the  father  of  our  great  grandfather  although  I  have  never 
run  into  any  family  tradition  of  relatives  other  than  his  own 
Immediate  family*  He   came  from  Scotland  to  Bath  with  wife  and  three 
children  about  1034*  But  it  Is  just  possible   that  the  older  James 
Harris  and  Abraham  Harris  were  kinsmen*  I   think  we  would  have  heard 
about  it   if   they  were*  In  our  experience  the  Harrises  were  clannish 
folk  and  had   their  family  relationships  well  sorted  out*  It  seems 
odd  that  It  was  James  Harries   the   tailor  and  mot  Abraham  Harris  the 
carpenter  that  built  your  house* 

Re   the  Mellow  house  also  built  by  James  Harris, 
it  would  seem  that  J.M.Harris  (of  Newburg,  N.Y.,   painter)   and  James 
Harris   (Kemptville,   clrrk)     might  be  my  wife's  greatuncles. Great 
grandfather  Harris  died  in  1863  and  it  is   possible   that   the  Mellow 
property  came  into  his  son's  hands*  My  wife  had  great  uncles  John 
Morrison  Harris  who  died  at  Syracuse  N.Y.  and  who  is  buried  with  his 
father  in  our  plot  in  Mount  Pleasant,   Toronto,  and  Rev*  James  Harris, 
Rector  of  Kemptville  whom  I  hardly  recognized  under  that  old 
designation  of  clerk  (?in  holy  orders)* 

I  suppose  there  may  be  some  simple  explanation  of 
the  attendance  of  Dr  Kennedy  when  James  Harris  sickened  and  died*  It 
must  have  been  a  huge  bill  that  would  Involve  the  loss  of  a  building* 
I  do  know  that  great  grandfather  Harris  died  in   the  home  of  his 
daughter,  Mrs  Peter  Glassford,   in  Vaughan  Township  north  of   Toronto 
in  18639  but  I  have  no  knowledge  of  how  long  he   lived   there  before 
his    death*  I  may  be  able   to  tap  a  sourve  of  information  and  will  try 
and  find  out  immediately*  We   shall  certainly  bring  your  mpst  interesting 
letter  with  us  when  next  we  visit  Bath  so  that  we  may  sort  out  these 
buildings*  Whereabouts  is  the  corner  of  Queen  &  Davy  Streets*  I 
suppose  on   the  north  side  of  the  street  somewhere  east  of  your  house* 

Of   course  I  cannot  speak  with  any  authority  about 
your  house*  We  were  in  Bath  about  15  years  ago  and  an  old  man  assured 
us  at  that  time   that  yours  was   the  Harris  home  and  it  seems  to  me   that 


an  old  cousin,   now  deceased,    assured  us   that  our  grandmother  was^ 
married  from  the re • 

I  had  a  note   from  Mrs  Gutzeit   the   other  day  telling  me  of  her 
projected  visit  to   the  old  country.  I  hope  she  has  a  pleasant  trip. 
She  also  told  me   that  she  had  shewn  my  CORWIN  SHf£RTBORN  SAGA  to 
you*  WhenI  was  compiling  that  I  had  oooasion  to  write  to  the  archives 
at  Ottawa  and  I  found  that  my  correspondent  was  also  a  native  of 
Stamford  Township  near  Niagara  Falls  in  which  a  good  deal  of  my 
ratzjc  story  was  laid*  Anyway  Mr  Ernest  Green,  F.R.Hist.S,   mg 
correspondent, told  me   that  so  many  people  write  family  stories  and 
local  history  including  all  the  embroideries  and  not  verifying  the 
facts  and  begged  me  not  to  follow  suit  telling  me  that  nlf  it's  not 
true  it  isn't  history**  I  never  forgot  that  admonition.   It  would 
seem  to  me   that  you  follow  that  admontion  too  and  that  some  later 
historian  of  the   town  of  Bath  and  of   the  county  of  Lennox  &  Addington 
will,   when  he  comes  across  your  notes,    rise  up  and  call  you  blessed. 


wife  joins  me  in  kindest  re^rds  and  best  wishes  for  Mrs 
Burleigh  and  yourself. 


Yours  very  sincerely, 
iliHayes  Jen&inson 


20  Herrick  Street, 
Sau.lt  Ste  karie,    Ontario 

24th  October  1950 


Dr  H.C.Burleigh,    *v»i  ^^ui^  ^oi  'r»^~o>^  <\  vw^h. 

Bath,    Ontario  &_.y_^ ,  \w~^,  (^cv  ^  i^A^^U.. 


Dear  Dr  Burleigh, 
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The  first  was  a  hook  in  the  reference  branch 
of   the   Toronto  Public  .Library  on  College  Street  entitled 
HOW  TO   TRACE  A  PEDIGREE  IN  THE  BRITISH   ISXES   by  H.  Croft  on. 
There   is  quite  a  large  genealogical  library  in  the  Toronto 
Reference  .Library,    They  have   some   quite  Interesting  volumes 
of   the   Visitations  by  the  College   of  Arms   in   the  various 
English  counties.   In  the   troublous   time  after  the  Wars   of  the 
Roses  whoa  the   old  aristocracy  was  largely  killed  off   (one   of 
the  peerages  states   that  it  is  rarely   that  an  English  family 
can   trace  back  indubitably   to  Norman   times,   despite    the   fact 
that  many   claim  such  descent)    there  were  many  Neweomes  who 
posed  as  gentlemen  and    "the  kings   of  Arms  of  the  College  of  Arms 
used   to  go  out  and  invite  all  and  sundry   to  submit  their 
pedigrees  and  claims  for  judgment.    There  must  have  been  many  red 
faces  when  the  officers   clearly  stated    that  the  applicant  was 
"no  gent".   If  you  can   tie   into  any   of   these   families (as  I  have 
had    the   luck  to  do  both  for  myself  and   for  My  wife)   that  were 
certified  by   the    College    of  Arms  yai  will  _et  a  very   interesting 
pedigree.   Some  of   the  tables  in   these  visitations  are   very 
elaborate. 

The   other  book  was   THE  HANDY  BOOK  OF 
by  Salter  M.Everton  of  .518  N.Liain  Street,   Jjogan,  Utah 
believe   one   can  get  it  for  one  uollar.   It  specializes 
on   tracing  American  pedigrees   in   the   U.S.A.   but  it  also  had 
information  about   tapping  English  and  Scottish  sources. 


GENEALOGISTS 
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Incidentally   if  you   oome   across  any  further 
information  re    the  Harris  family  I  would  appracaite   it  very  much 
if  yoa  would  pass   it  on. 

I  expect  that  the   Gutzeit  Memorial  ,/indow  will 
now  be  installed   in  St.  John 'a   Church. ;«e   went   to  see    it  while   it 
was   being  made   at  kcCausland's   i#Toronto.    It  will  be   very  lovely 
in   its  proper  place. 

I   suppose   that  all   the    excitement   o     the   Burleigh 
wedding  has  no  ■  passed   into  history.  Ly  wife   joins  me  in  wishing 
your  daughter  and  her  husband  lots   of  happiness  and  not  more   than 
their  fair  share   of   troubles. 


lira   Jenkins  on   joins  me   in  Jjlndest  regard  a  and   every 
good  wish  for  Llrs  Burleigh   and  yourself.     jM^fiij^ 

very  sincerely,    #t»wf1 
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